Chapter Seven - "30 Elizabethan Songs - With Documentation"

Who's The Fool Now?

(c) 2008 by C. A. Powers - All Rights Reserved
References:

Music:

Fitzwilliam Virginal Book and Deuteromelia, 1609.

Words:

Are licensed 1588 but no surviving copies. Ravenscroft's “Deuteromelia” (1609) has words.
Literary References:

Dekker's “Old Fortunatas”, 1600; it is alluded to, where Shadow says: “Only to make other idiots
laugh, and wise men to cry, 'Who's the fool now?' ”

(Most tune and lyric references from Gregory Blount's "Music of the Broadside Ballad", which is in
turn mostly based on Simpson, Claude M. The British Broadside Ballad and its Music. Rutgers
University Press, 1966.)

Commentary:
From The rates of the custome house, 1590, we note that "Cannes" were actually "Tankerds" by the
language of the era.
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thou haft well drunken man, wha's the foele now. .

2 1 fcealheepeihéring corne, + I[eenharuhafeahonni,
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I ke a (heepe (hearing come, 1 feea hares cha.ru a hound,

Who's the foole now 2 k wha's the foale now #

1 fee a (heepe (hearing corne, I fee a harechafea hosnd, + ©

Anda couckold blow his horne, T wenty mileaboue the pround,
“Fhou haft well drunken man, T hou haft well drunken man,
‘Wheo's the foole now 2 Whe's the foelenow @
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Wha's the foole sow @ Who's the foole now 2
1 fee aman in the Moone, Ifee a% aole ring a he 1.
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& I fec amoule catchthe cat, k
Fié¢ man, fie ¢
¥ fee amonle carch the ear,
Who's the foole now 2
1 fee a meule catch theear,
! And the cheefe to cate the rat,
‘Thou haft well drunken man,
Who's the foole now &
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http://www.pbm.com/~lindahl/ballads/music.html

Martin Said to His Man

G

Martin said to his man, Fie, man, fie!

D

Martin said to his man Who's the fool now?

G

Martin said to his man,

C

D

Fill thou the cup, and I the can!

G

Thou hast well drunken man,

G

Who's the fool now?

D G

I see a sheep shearing corn,
And a couckold blow his horn,

I saw the man in the moon
Clouting on St. Peter's shoon.

I saw the hare chase the hound
Fourteen miles above the ground.

I saw the goose wring the hog
And the cat bite the dog.

I saw a mouse catch the cat
And the cheese to eat the rat
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Who's the Fool Now?
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